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Multi-Agency Exploitation Screening Tool

The purpose of the tool is to help professionals to identify indicators which suggest a child/young person is experiencing any form of exploitation or is at risk of this. The tool can be used by any practitioner for all children/young people of any gender at any point in time. It can be used for children / young people aged up to 18 years, (up to age 25 years with special educational needs and disability and care leavers up to age 21 years) and should be used alongside statutory guidance for each agency. 

	Important points to remember when considering exploitation: 

	· Children/young people of any gender can be victims of exploitation and are equally vulnerable. 
· The coercer(s) and perpetrator(s) are usually adult(s). Children and young people can also be involved in behaviour that could be exploitative or abusive towards others; however, it is very unlikely that this is not within the context of them being victims themselves.
· When we are responding to risks outside of the home, parents/carers can become key partners in safety planning and protection of their children.
· Although it is rare, parents/carers may be involved in exploitation.
· Groups of children/young people and multiple perpetrators may be involved (organised abuse). 
· The age and overall vulnerability of a child, including any disability should be considered when making an overall judgement about level of risk.  
· Disclosure of information by a child/ young person may take time and evident risks may only emerge during ongoing assessment, support and interventions with them and their family. 
· Exploitation can happen alongside other types of harm and abuse.   
· Remember adults can also be victims in their own right.

	Guidance on the use of the Screening Tool: 

	· Using this tool after talking with the child or young person and other agencies will help you make better decisions about the right level of support and risk. 
· You can use this tool as soon as concerns arise. Doing so early can help provide support and prevent problems from getting worse. 
· Please give as much context and utilise the comments/evidence/description boxes whenever appropriate to do so, particularly when the factor is not identified anywhere else.
· The risk of exploitation can change quickly, so it’s important to use this tool regularly. This helps you understand how risks are changing and whether the support in place is still appropriate. 
· Professionals should look beyond the child’s immediate behaviour and consider what else might be happening in their life, including the child’s online context and activity.
· It’s also important to disrupt and prosecute those causing harm. Any information about victims or perpetrators—no matter how small—should be shared with the police. Guidance on how to do this is at the end of the form. 
· This tool does not replace other safeguarding processes, consider the guidance within the Effective Support for Children and Families in Somerset and the Southwest Child Protection Procedures.
· Information about other things to consider around exploitation can be found within the ‘Things to consider’ pages within the Effective Support for Children and Families in Somerset or on the SSCP website. 
· If you are worried about a child or young person who could be in danger, please contact: Children’s Social Care on 0300 123 2224, or email: childrens@somerset.gov.uk. For the Police call 101, or in an emergency 999.
· Consent is not required to share personal information for safeguarding purposes if a child has suffered or is at risk of harm; however, wherever safe and practical, children and their parents/carers should be engaged and informed about what information is being shared and with whom.





	Date tool completed
	 



	Details of Person completing the Screening Tool

	Name
	

	Organisation / Role
	 

	Telephone
	 

	Email
	 

	Involvement with the child/young person
	



	Details of Child/Young Person 

	Family Name 
	 
	Given Names 
	 

	DOB 
	 
	Gender 
	 

	Ethnicity 
	 
	Primary Language 
	 

	Primary Address 
	 
	Telephone 
	 

	Secondary Address 
	 
	Case Number 
	 

	School/Education Setting
	

	EHCP
	 ☐ Yes
	 ☐ No
	 ☐ Unknown

	Children’s Services involvement – tick all that apply
	 ☐ No involvement 
 ☐ Family intervention  
 ☐ Youth Justice
 ☐ Child in Need plan
	 ☐ Child Protection plan
 ☐ Child in care
 ☐ Care leaver

	Age at time of assessment
	 

	Please provide a brief summary of family circumstances, including who the child/ young person lives with and any other children in the home:

	



	Alleged Perpetrators’ Details (if known)

	Family Name
	First Name(s)
	Middle Name(s)
	Alternative Name
	Date of Birth
	Gender
	Ethnicity
	Age

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Persons involved in completing the Screening Tool

	Did the child/young person participate in this tool
	 ☐ Yes*
	 ☐ No**

	*If yes, what are their views?
	 

	**If no, why not?  
	 

	Any other professionals /persons involved in completing this tool
	





	Indicators of Emerging Risk - select all appropriate options

	 ☐ Dysregulated behaviour
	 ☐ Secretive relationships
	 ☐ Returning home late
	 ☐ Secretive behaviour

	 ☐ Difficulties in relationships with family / friends, including becoming distant
	 ☐ Change in appearance – including sudden increase in make-up or tattoos or piercings etc
	 ☐ Change in sporting or leisure activities/ interests (e.g. no longer interested in football / dancing when they used to be)
	 ☐ Secretive about online activities/phone use (incl. increased use)

	 ☐ Lack of interest in education / poor achievement
	 ☐ Physically aggressive to family members
	 ☐ Detached from age related activities
	 ☐ Relationships with others who are being exploited

	 ☐ Absent/truanting from school
	 ☐ Hostility towards other family members
	 ☐ Mood swings
	 ☐ Other

	
	
	
	 ☐ No Emerging factors identified

	Please provide further comments/evidence/description:  

	




	Indicators of Escalating Risk - select all appropriate options

	 ☐ Considerable change in school performance / attendance / behaviour
	 ☐ Older boyfriend/ girlfriend or friendship groups
	 ☐ Unexplained relationships with adults
	 ☐ Association with other victims of exploitation

	 ☐ Exclusion from school due to behaviour/ reduced timetable/alternative provision
	 ☐ Receiving calls/text from unknown person/ additional unexplained mobile phone or other mobile device
	 ☐ Change in physical appearance - weight loss/ weight gain/ signs of extreme fatigue or sudden increase in make-up, tattoos, piercings
	 ☐ Possessing large amount of unexplained cash. Suspicious bank account activity

	 ☐ Missing or absent from home episodes
	 ☐ Multiple perceived boyfriends/girlfriends
	 ☐ Regular STI’s or Emergency Contraception
	 ☐ Significant debts/ scared of members of the community

	 ☐ Found in areas with no known connection
	 ☐ Forming relationships via internet
	 ☐ Pregnancy and/or termination
	 ☐ Association with risky adults

	 ☐ Victim of exploitative relationships
	 ☐ Sexual material being shared online (including without consent)
	 ☐ Frequent / regular emergency department attendance
	 ☐ Involvement in crime or anti-social behaviour (including carrying weapons)

	 ☐ Entering or leaving unknown vehicles
	 ☐ Reactive / problematic sexualised behaviour
	 ☐ Unexplained or deliberate physical injuries
	 ☐ Other

	 ☐ Multiple callers to address
	 ☐ Substance misuse
	 ☐ Evidence of self-harming and/or suicide tendencies
	 ☐ No Escalating factors identified

	Please provide further comments/evidence/description:  

	




	Indicators of Significant Risk - select all appropriate options

	 ☐ Previous victim of exploitation
	 ☐ Being groomed to meet via the internet
	 ☐ Visiting nightclubs in the company of adults
	 ☐ Over sexualised appearance

	 ☐ Unexplained gifts or additional mobile phone/sim card
	 ☐ Known or unknown adults meeting with the child(ren) inappropriately
	 ☐ Visiting hotels in the company of adults/ or other young people
	 ☐ Presence or frequenting areas known for sexual grooming and sexual activity

	 ☐ New clothes / phones / money / jewellery / drugs / cigarettes purchased with unknown funds
	 ☐ Transported from place to place for sexual /or criminal activity with adults (including purchase of train tickets and taxi fares)
	 ☐ Presence at hotspot areas for exploitation such as taxi ranks, bus stations, off licences and take-aways
	 ☐ Associating with known perpetrators/ victims of exploitation/ people involved in drug dealing

	 ☐ Abduction and forced imprisonment
	 ☐ Physical injuries such as bruises, burns, acid, weapon injuries, sexual harm
	 ☐ Information of the person being exploited, may include partial disclosures
	 ☐ Other

	 ☐ Recruiting others into exploitative situations
	 ☐ Regularly missing or absent from home
	 ☐ Engaging in sexual activity with adults or with peers
	 ☐ No Significant factors identified

	Please provide further comments/ evidence/ description:  

	




	Vulnerability Factors - select all appropriate options

	 ☐ Significant difficulties in the family, e.g. people involved in crime or breakdown of important relationships
	 ☐ Live in residential or foster care or unstable adoptive placement
	 ☐ Experience of substance abuse e.g. cannabis or alcohol
	 ☐ Parents/carers/siblings experiencing substance abuse

	 ☐ Low self-esteem or confidence
	 ☐ Mental health problems / eating disorders
	 ☐ Unsure of their sexual orientation/ difficulties with identity
	 ☐ History of domestic abuse within the family

	 ☐ Parents/carers with mental health problems
	 ☐ Neurodivergence (diagnosed or undiagnosed)
	 ☐ Migrant, refugee or asylum seeker
	 ☐ Previous victim of exploitation

	 ☐ Social or learning difficulties
	 ☐ Subject of bullying
	 ☐ Homeless
	 ☐ Sexually active

	 ☐ Recent bereavement or loss
	 ☐ History of sexual abuse within the family
	 ☐ History of abuse/neglect
	 ☐ Other

	
	
	
	☐ No vulnerability factors identified

	Please provide further comments/evidence/description:  

	




	Please provide any additional comments:

	




Actions and Next Steps:
You should form an overall judgement of risk. Your Professional Knowledge and decision making should be complimented by use of a decision tool not reliant on it. If you are concerned about a child’s safety and wellbeing, please ensure you seek appropriate advice and guidance and escalation.
You should ensure you are considering all information gathered through this tool and wider knowledge and context. Considering the child/ young person’s individual circumstances and vulnerabilities will inform this decision making, factors for some children will be especially relevant and not so relevant for others.
Please consider the Child Exploitation Initial Response Pathway (including Serious Youth Violence) for more advice on possible responses/ next steps.
	Please confirm if you have discussed the outcome of this screening tool and your next steps with your Safeguarding Lead / Line Manager
	 ☒ Yes
	 ☐ No

	Details of Safeguarding Lead / Line Manager who has provided advice
	 



	Consider if you identified intelligence to share with the Police:

	· All professionals must report intelligence via the Avon & Somerset Police Intelligence Portal
· You do not need consent to share intelligence – this is safeguarding. 
· Reporting intelligence helps Police in investigate perpetrators and help aid disruption.
· When you submit intelligence, you will not necessarily be contacted or updated by Police, but it is important you continue to submit. 
· For help understanding what intelligence is and how it can be reported: Capturing and Reporting Intelligence - Guidance for Professionals

	Consider if you have identified other concerns that need to be reported to the Police:

	· If you are concerned that a child or young person is at immediate risk of harm, then you should call 999 
· If you have need to report non urgent incidents, you should dial 101

	If you have identified wider Vulnerabilities or an Emerging Risk of Exploitation:

	· An early help response should be considered; this can be co-ordinated through a Team Around the Family (TAF) meeting with all professionals so each agency can be involved in supporting the family and information is appropriately shared. 
· TAF Plan and Review Form

	If you have identified an Escalating Risk of Exploitation:

	· You should consider calling a Team Around the Family (TAF) meeting with all professionals to consider the risks and whether adequate support can be offered through a Team Around the Family response. 
· If there is evidence of Complex / Acute indicators (see Effective Support for Children and Families in Somerset), and/or that the child’s health or development will be significantly impaired, or you feel there are at significant risk of harm, you should consider completing an Early Help Assessment (EHA) to request involvement of Prevention/ Children’s Services.

	If you have identified a Significant Risk of Exploitation:

	· If there is evidence the child’s health or development will be significantly impaired or you feel there are at significant risk of harm you must complete an Early Help Assessment (EHA) to request involvement of statutory Children’s Services.

	Family Front Door Consultation Line: 0300 123 3078

	· The consultation line offers Safeguarding Leads and GPs the opportunity to seek advice from a Family Front Door Practitioner regarding children or families not currently open to Children’s Social Care or the Family Intervention Service (FIS). 
· It provides guidance for professionals who need support with a specific scenario or are considering next steps, including whether to make a referral to Children’s Services. 
· Advice is based solely on the information provided, so it is essential that details shared are proportionate, relevant, and accurate.



	Please summarise what action you will take next:

	


	Speaking to the child and young person about worries around exploitation and what support they need is an important step in building relationships and ensuring next steps have the best impact. Please confirm how will you speak to the child/ young person and their family about the outcome of this screening tool and any next steps:

	


	Relevant professionals involved should understand the outcome of this screening tool and decisions around next steps, please confirm how you will share this information:
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